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Abstract 
 
This document is a compilation of current (as of 2025) state-level protections for vernal pools for 
the District of Columbia and northeastern states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia. Most states in this region have vernal pool specific legal definitions 
and regulations. The remaining states vary from no legal protections for vernal pools to those 
with protections that fall under other natural resources legislation, such as Inland Watercourses 
or Wetlands of Special Concern. The summaries refer to state-level protections; many 
municipalities have enacted local laws that enhance or include protections of vernal pools. Also, 
vernal pools can often qualify for protection if they are found to be critical breeding habitat for a 
state’s endangered or threatened species. This is a general summary only; for specific details on 
state-level regulations that apply to vernal pools in your area, please contact your local state 
agency. 
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Introduction 

 
Vernal pools are a unique class of small, discrete ephemeral wetlands that undergo cyclical 
periods of drying and inundation. Generally, these pools reach their maximum filling in the 
spring (hence, the name, “vernal”). In the Northeast, vernal pools typically occur in forested 
landscapes, which have led to other colloquial terms such as “woodland pools” or “forested 
pools.” Although the nomenclature varies, it consistently describes wetland habitats that undergo 
periods of drying and inundation, whether on an annual or multiyear cycle. This drying is key to 
making all vernal pools “fishless” or free of breeding fish populations. These cyclical extremes 
make vernal pools an important ecological resource for amphibians and invertebrates adapted to 
temporary wetlands free of permanent wetland predators. In addition, in a number of states, 
vernal pools provide critical foraging, estivating, and resting sites for many state-listed and more 
common amphibians and reptiles. A variety of taxa use pools at one time or another, making 
them a key wetland hub in the matrix of upland forests. Vernal pools are both critical breeding 
habitat for a small number of amphibians and invertebrates and critical wildlife resources across 
taxa including signature species, such as bear, moose, and deer. However, the small size and 
dynamic nature of vernal pools creates challenges in their conservation, and not all states 
incorporate them into their freshwater wetland regulations. 
 
This document summarizes state-level vernal pool protections of the Northeast Partners in 
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (NEPARC) region - 13 northeastern states and the District 
of Columbia. Data for this document, figure, and table were compiled and reflect the status as of 
2025 (Table 1; Figure 1).1 

 
. 

 
 
 
 
 

1If any of these state-level vernal pool protections change in the future, please email Mary Beth Kolozsvary 
(mkolozsvary@siena.edu), so that they can be reflected in future iterations of this publication.​ ​      ​             1​
​  

mailto:mkolozsvary@siena.edu


 
 
 

 
Table 1. Summary table of state-level vernal pool protections in 13 northeastern states and the 
District of Columbia. This table specifies: (1) if vernal pools are defined in the state’s 
regulations; (2) if regulations directly protect vernal pools, clearly addressing them in the 
language of the law (= explicit protection); and (3) if protection of vernal pools is not directly 
stated in the regulations, but rather protection is or can be afforded to at least some vernal pools 
through implementation of the law (= incidental protection). Data for this table reflect the status 
as of 2025. 
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Figure 1. Type of state-level vernal pool protection(s) in 13 northeastern states and the District 
of Columbia. Explicit means that regulations directly protect vernal pools, clearly addressing 
them in the language of the law. Incidental means protection of vernal pools is not directly stated 
in the regulations, but rather protection is or can be afforded to at least some vernal pools 
through implementation of the law. Data for this figure reflect the status as of 2025. 
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Connecticut 

 
Definition:  
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in legislation. 
 
Legislation and Protection:  
 
Connecticut regulates vernal pools primarily through the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, 
species protection laws, and environmental review processes.  
 

1.​ Connecticut Chapter 440 Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act  
a.​ CGS § 22a-36 to 22a-45 

-​ Regulated filling, dredging, and altering wetlands, often requiring permits 
for development near vernal pools. 

-​ Established Upland Review Areas (typically 100 feet, but some towns 
extend it up to 750 feet for vernal pool protection). 

2.​ Connecticut Chapter 495 Endangered Species Act  
a.​ CGS § 22a26-303 to 22a26-316 

-​ Protects state-listed species that depend on vernal pools and their habitats 
 
Citations: 
 
Title 22A Con. Gen. Stat. § 22a-36 - 22a-45 (Accessed 2025). 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/pub/chap_440.htm.  
  
Title 22A Con. Gen. Stat. § 22a26-303 - 22a26-316 (Accessed 2025). 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/pub/chap_440.htm.  
 
Additional Information: 
  
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. (2025, August 28). Vernal  

pools. CT.gov. https://portal.ct.gov/deep/water/wetlands/vernal-pools.  
 
Pressier, K.A., Aponte, C., & Smith, R.L. (2000). Vernal pool conservation in Connecticut: An  

assessment and recommendations. Environmental Management volume 26, number 5, pp.  
503-513. https://web.uri.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/213/Vernal_Pools_Article.pdf  
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Contact Information:  
 
Wetlands Management Section 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 
Hartford, CT 06106‐5127 
(860) 424‐3019 
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/ 
 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 
79 Elm Street 
Hartford CT 06106-5127 
Phone: (860) 424-3000 
Email: DEEP.Webmaster@ct.gov 
https://portal.ct.gov/deep 
 

 
 

Delaware 
Definition: 
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in legislation. 
 
Legislation and Protection: 
 
There is no specific state-level legislation that protects vernal pools. 
 
Additional Information: 
 
Delaware Nature Society. (2022, November 17). The Importance of the Vernal Pools of  

Delmarva Peninsula. Delaware Nature Society.  
https://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/the-importance-of-the-vernal-pools-of-delmarva- 
peninsula/ 

 
State of Delaware. (2025, December 3). Delaware Wetlands. Delaware.gov.  

https://dnrec.delaware.gov/watershed-stewardship/wetlands/ 
 

State of Delaware. (2025, December 3). Delaware Wetland Management Plan. Delaware.gov.  
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/watershed-stewardship/wetlands/management-plan/ 
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Contact Information: 
 
Wetlands Section, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control 
89 Kings Highway 
Dover, DE 19901 
Phone (Permitting): 302-739-9943 
Phone (Monitoring): 302-739-9939 
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/ 
 

 
 

District of Columbia 
Definition: 
 
Defined by District of Columbia’s Department of Energy and the Environment, Title 21§ 2699.1 
“Vernal pool - a seasonal depressional wetland covered by water for variable periods of time, but 
that may be completely dry for most of the summer and fall.” 
 
Specified under Wetland 

(a)​ Means an area that is inundated by tides or saturated by surface or groundwater at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances does 
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions; 
and 

(b)​Includes a marsh, swamp, pond, or vernal pool (District of Columbia Department of 
Energy and the Environment, Title 21 § 2699.1) 

 
Specified under Wetlands of Special Concern  

(a)​ Wetlands providing habitat or ecologically important buffers for the habitat of plant or 
animal species listed as federally threatened, endangered, or rare by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service; 

(b)​Wetlands providing habitat or ecologically important buffers for the habitat of plant or 
animal species listed as District species of greatest conservation need; 

(c)​ Wetlands containing any of the following: vernal pools, headwater wetlands, groundwater 
seeps, or springs; (District of Columbia Department of Energy and the Environment, Title 
21 § 2616.2) 

(d)​ 
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Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ District of Columbia Municipal Regulations 
a.​ Title 21, Chapter 25 (Critical Area - General Rules) and 26 (Critical Area - 

Wetlands and Streams) 
-​ Impacts to any wetland (including vernal pools) or stream, regardless of 

type and location 
-​ Defined under Wetlands of Special Concern, where Wetlands of Special 

Concern are “wetlands designated as wetlands of special concern have 
exceptional ecological value and safeguard the natural diversity of the 
District’s wetlands.” 

-​ All vernal pools are considered Wetlands of Special Concern, which have 
the highest mitigation ratio (from 3.5:1 to 4.5:1). Mitigation for impacts 
Wetlands of Special Concern must replace lost aquatic resource functions. 

-​ Unless otherwise specified in a District wetland and stream permit or 
water quality certification, no regulated activity shall cause or contribute 
to significant degradation of wetlands or streams 

-​ Including an individual or cumulative impact that jeopardizes the 
continued existence of a Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
(SGCN) or results in the destruction or adverse modification of 
habitat of such species. SGCN include wood frogs, spotted 
salamanders, and marbled salamanders. 

 
Citations: 
 
Title 21 D.C.M.R. § 2500-2599 (Accessed 2025).  

https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddoe/service_content/attachments/Energy% 
20and%20Environment%20Department%20of%2021%20DCMR%20Chs.%2025%2026
%20Wetland%20Stream%20Regulations%20%2811%29.pdf 

  
Title 21 D.C.M.R. § 2600-2699 (Accessed 2025). 
https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddoe/service_content/attachments/Energy% 

20and%20Environment%20Department%20of%2021%20DCMR%20Chs.%2025%2026
%20Wetland%20Stream%20Regulations%20%2811%29.pdf 

 
Additional Information: 
 
City Wildlife. (2021, March 9). Vernal Pools. https://citywildlife.org/vernal-pools/.  
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https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddoe/service_content/attachments/Energy%20and%20Environment%20Department%20of%2021%20DCMR%20Chs.%2025%2026%20Wetland%20Stream%20Regulations%20%2811%29.pdf
https://citywildlife.org/vernal-pools/


 
 
 

 
Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute. (2025, December 3). The  

Hidden Life of Vernal Pools.  
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/conservation/news/hidden-life-vernal-pools.  

 
Contact Information: 
 
DC Department of Energy and Environment 
1200 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
Phone: (202) 535-2600 
Fax: (202) 535-2881 
TTY: (800) 855-1000 
Email: doee@dc.gov 
 

 
 

Maine 
Definition: 
 
Defined by Maine’s Natural Resources Protection Act in Chapter 335, section 9, “A vernal pool, 
also referred to as a seasonal forest pool, is a natural, temporary to semi-permanent body of 
water occurring in a shallow depression that typically fills during the spring or fall and may dry 
during the summer. Vernal pools have no permanent inlet or outlet and no viable populations of 
predatory fish. A vernal pool may provide the primary breeding habitat for wood frogs (Rana 
sylvatica [Lithobates sylvaticus]), spotted salamanders (Ambystoma maculatum), blue-spotted 
salamanders (Ambystoma laterale), and fairy shrimp (Eubranchipus sp.), as well as valuable 
habitat for other plants and wildlife, including several rare, threatened, and endangered species. 
A vernal pool intentionally created for the purposes of compensatory mitigation is included in 
this definition.” 
 
To be protected under Maine’s Natural Resources Protection Act, a vernal pool must meet the 
specific criteria that would deem it as a “Significant Wildlife Habitat.” Criteria for designating 
significant vernal pools includes: (1) documentation of a state Rare, Threatened, or Endangered 
species whose life history is closely linked to vernal pools OR (2) evidence of exceptional 
breeding abundance based on egg mass counts by specific indicator species (i.e., wood frogs, 
spotted salamanders, blue-spotted salamanders, and the presence of fairy shrimp). 
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Legislation and Protection: 
 
Significant Vernal Pools are regulated as "Significant Wildlife Habitat" as defined and mapped in 
accordance with section 480‑I by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife:   
 

1.​ Natural Resources Protection Act 
a.​ Title 38, Chapter 3, § 480-A to § 480-Z 

-​ Identifies Significant Vernal Pools as natural resources and regulates 
activities that could harm them. 

-​ Development within 250 feet of a significant vernal pool (critical 
terrestrial habitat zone) requires a permit from the DEP. 

-​ Landowners must demonstrate that projects will not significantly alter the 
vernal pool’s hydrology, habitat, or surrounding regulatory buffer zone. 

2.​ Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Act  
a.​ Title 38, Chapter 3, § 435- § 449 

-​ Primarily focused on protecting lakes, rivers, and wetlands, this act also 
applies to some vernal pools, restricting development near them in 
regulated shoreland zones. 

3.​ Maine Endangered Species Act  
a.​ Title 12, Chapter 128, § 12801- § 12810 

-​ Protects state endangered and threatened species that rely on vernal pools 
and their habitats (e.g., Blanding’s turtles [Emydoidea blandingii], spotted 
turtles [Clemmys guttata], ringed boghaunters [Williamsonia lintneri]). 
 

Please note at the time of publication, changes are pending that - if implemented - will 
improve protection for Significant Vernal Pools in Maine.  
 
Citations: 
 
Title 38 M.R.S. § 480-A - § 480-Z (Accessed 2025). 
 
Title 38 M.R.S. § 435- § 449 (Accessed 2025).  
 
Title 12 M.R.S. § 12801 -§ 12810 (Accessed 2025).  
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Additional Information: 
 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection. (2025, December 3). Significant Wildlife  

Habitat: Significant Vernal Pool Habitat. Maine.gov,.  
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/nrpa/vernalpools/index.html  
 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection. (2025, December 3). Fact Sheet Vernal Pools:  
A Significant Wildlife Habitat. Maine.gov,.  
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/nrpa/vernalpools/fs-vernal_pools_intro.html  

 
Maine Audubon. (2025, December 3). Vernal Pools.  

https://maineaudubon.org/projects/vernal-pools/  
Of Pools and People. (2025, December 9). Of Pools and People. www.vernalpools.me.  
 
Contact Information: 
 
Department of Environmental Protection (Main Office) 
17 State House Station (Mailing) 
28 Tyson Drive (Physical) 
Augusta, ME 04333‐007 
Phone: 207-287-7688 
http://www.maine.gov/dep/ 
 
Central Maine DEP Office 
32 Blossom Lane 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
Phone: (207) 287-7688 
Fax: (207) 287-7826 
 

 
 

Maryland 
Definition: 
 
For vernal pools that meet the definition of a nontidal wetland, the regulatory definition is a 
“‘vernal pool’ means nontidal wetland in a confined depression that has surface water for at least 
two consecutive months during the growing season and 1) is free of adult fish populations; 2) 
provides habitat for amphibians; and 3) lacks abundant herbaceous vegetation” (COMAR 
26.23.01.01B(87)). 
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For vernal pools that do not meet the definition of a nontidal wetland, the following definition 
was developed by Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) with stakeholder input: 

“‘Vernal pool’ means a confined depression that: 
a) Has surface water for at least two consecutive months between November and May in 
a typical year*; 
b) Experiences a drawdown to 6 inches or less of water within the depression between 
June and September in a typical year; 
c) Provides persistent or breeding habitat for certain species, particularly native 
amphibians and invertebrates that are: 
i) Obligate animal species requiring vernal pools as an essential part of 
their life cycle; or 
ii) Facultative animal species that at least occasionally use vernal pools; 
d) Contains less than 30% aerial cover of emergent vegetation within the basin when full; 
e) Is predominantly or partially shaded by woody vegetation; 
f) Is less than 5 acres in size; and 
g) May have intermittent, non-permanent connections to other water bodies” (Maryland 
Department of Environment, 2024, p. 2-3). 
  
The following definition is also necessary to support the above chosen definition: 
*"’Typical year’ means a year in which rainfall totals meet or exceed average yearly 
rainfall from the previous 30 years for the county where the vernal pool is located” 
(Maryland Department of Environment, 2024, p. 2-3). 

 
Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ Subtitle 23 Nontidal Wetlands  
-​ Any activity affecting nontidal wetlands (e.g., filling, grading, excavation) requires a 

permit from the Maryland Department of the Environment.  
-​ Vernal pools that are nontidal wetlands are designated in those regulations as having 

significant plant or wildlife value (COMAR 26.23.01.01B(80)(f). There is no size limit 
for what can be regulated, and mitigation is always required for losses. 

-​ A standard buffer of 25 ft around nontidal wetlands is required; this expands to 100 ft for 
wetlands of special concern or near steep slopes. Certain wetlands with endangered 
species or unique ecological features receive these stricter protections. 
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Citations: 
 
COMAR Title 26, Part 4, Subtitle 23, Nontidal Wetlands Chapter 1. (Accessed 2025).  

https://dsd.maryland.gov/regulations/Pages/26.23.01.01.aspx.  
 
Maryland Department of Environment. (2024, December 20). Vernal Pool Definition Report, 

2024 Joint Chairman’s report p. 224-225. 
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/JCR/2024/2024_224-225.pdf 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
1800 Washington Blvd. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 
Phone: 410-537-3000 
https://mde.maryland.gov/Pages/index.aspx 
 
Wetlands and Waterways Protection Program 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
1800 Washington Blvd. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 
Phone: 410-537-3456  
Email: mde.wetlandsandwaterways@maryland.gov 
 

 
 

Massachusetts 
Definition: 
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in legislation. 
 
Legislation and Protection: 
 
Massachusetts has a certification process for vernal pools. Official certified vernal pools are 
protected under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. “Official certification provides a 
vernal pool, and up to 100 feet beyond its boundary in some cases, certain protections under 
several state and federal laws” (MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 
Program, Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 2025).  
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1.​ Wetlands Protections Act 

a.​ M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40 
-​ Regulates activities in and around wetlands, including vernal pools. 
-​ Protects certified vernal pools and their surrounding areas from alterations 

that could harm their ecological function. 
-​ Vernal pools may be afforded buffer zones of up to 100 feet.  

2.​ Massachusetts Endangered Species Act  
a.​ M.G.L. Chapter 131A 

-​ Protects rare species and their habitats, including many species that rely on 
vernal pools. 

-​ Development projects that could impact endangered species in vernal 
pools may require special review and permitting. 

3.​ The Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards  
a.​ Section 401 of the Federal Act 
b.​ 314 CMR 4.00 

-​ Establishes criteria to maintain water quality in wetlands and other water 
bodies, ensuring that vernal pools remain ecologically functional. 

4.​ Title 5 of the Massachusetts Environmental Code  
a.​ 310 CMR 15.000 

-​ Restricts the placement of septic systems near wetlands, including vernal 
pools, to prevent contamination. 

-​ A 50-foot buffer from a certified vernal pool, 100-foot buffer from 
wetlands (which may include some vernal pools). 

5.​ The Massachusetts Forest Cutting Practices Act  
a.​ M.G.L. Chapter 132, Sections 40-46 

-​ A 50-foot no-cut zone and 100-foot limited disturbance buffer for certified 
vernal pools. 

-​ Timber harvesting near wetlands or vernal pools must include erosion 
control measures. 

-​ “Slash management” (proper handling of branches and debris) is required 
to prevent excessive material from entering vernal pools. 

-​ Uncertified vernal pools do not receive direct protection under the act 
unless they fall within a regulated wetland area. 

 
Citations: 
 
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131A. (Accessed 2025).  

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/Parti/Titlexix/Chapter131a. 
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MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program, Division of Fisheries and  

Wildlife. (2025, February 11). Vernal Pool Protection. Mass.gov.  
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/vernal-pool-protection.  
 

The Massachusetts Forest Cutting Practices Act, M.G.L. Chapter 132, § 40-46 (Accessed  
2025). https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter132.  
 

Title 5 of the Massachusetts Environmental Code, 310 CMR 15.000. (Accessed 2025).  
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-1500-state-environmental-code-title-5-stand
ard-requirements-for-the-siting-construction-inspection-upgrade-and-expansion-of-on-sit
e-sewage-treatment-and-disposal-systems-and-for-the-transport-and-disposal-of-septage.  
 

Wetlands Protections Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131, § 40. (Accessed 2025).  
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/Parti/Titlexix/Chapter131/Section40. 
 

314 CMR 4: The Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards. (Accessed 2025).  
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/314-CMR-4-the-massachusetts-surface-water-quality-s 
tandards.  

 
Additional Information: 
 
MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program, Division of Fisheries and  

Wildlife. (2025, February 11). Vernal Pools. Mass.gov.  
https://www.mass.gov/vernal-pools 

 
Vernal Pool Association. (2025, December 3). Vernal Pools. https://www.vernalpool.org/home.  
 
Contact Information: 
 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (Main) 
100 Cambridge Street Suite 900 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 
Phone: 617-297-5500 
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-environmental-protection 
 

 
 
 

14 

http://mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/vernal-pool-protection
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter132
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-1500-state-environmental-code-title-5-standard-requirements-for-the-siting-construction-inspection-upgrade-and-expansion-of-on-site-sewage-treatment-and-disposal-systems-and-for-the-transport-and-disposal-of-septage
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-1500-state-environmental-code-title-5-standard-requirements-for-the-siting-construction-inspection-upgrade-and-expansion-of-on-site-sewage-treatment-and-disposal-systems-and-for-the-transport-and-disposal-of-septage
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-1500-state-environmental-code-title-5-standard-requirements-for-the-siting-construction-inspection-upgrade-and-expansion-of-on-site-sewage-treatment-and-disposal-systems-and-for-the-transport-and-disposal-of-septage
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/Parti/Titlexix/Chapter131/Section40
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/314-CMR-4-the-massachusetts-surface-water-quality-standards
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/314-CMR-4-the-massachusetts-surface-water-quality-standards
http://mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/vernal-pools
https://www.vernalpool.org/home


 
 
 

 
New Hampshire 

Definition: 
 
New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules, Env-Wt 104.44 “Vernal pool” means a surface 
water or wetland, including an area intentionally created for purposes of compensatory 
mitigation, that provides breeding habitat for amphibians and invertebrates that have adapted to 
the unique environments provided by such pools and that: 

(a) Is not the result of on-going anthropogenic activities that are not intended to provide 
compensatory mitigation, including but not limited to: 

(1) Gravel pit operations in a pit that has been mined at least every other year; and 
(2) Logging and agricultural operations conducted in accordance with all 
applicable New Hampshire statutes and rules; and 

(b) Typically has the following characteristics: 
(1) Cycles annually from flooded to dry conditions, although the hydroperiod, 
size, and shape of the pool might vary from year to year; 
(2) Forms in a shallow depression or basin; 
(3) Has no permanently flowing outlet; 
(4) Holds water for at least 2 continuous months following spring ice-out; 
(5) Lacks a viable fish population; and 
(6) Supports one or more primary vernal pool indicators, or 3 or more secondary 
vernal pool indicators. 
 

New Hampshire has two categories of vernal pool indicator species: 
-​ “Primary vernal pool indicators” - the presence or physical evidence of breeding by 

marbled salamander, wood frog, spotted salamander, Jefferson-blue spotted salamander 
complex, or fairy shrimp. (Env-Wt 103.66) 

-​ “Secondary vernal pool indicators” - if primary vernal pool indicators are absent and 
other vernal pool characters suggest presence of a vernal pool, then physical evidence of 
specified families or orders that are associated with vernal pool habitats (e.g., caddisfly 
larvae and cases, clam shrimp and their shells, fingernail clams and their shells, aquatic 
beetle larvae, dragonfly larvae and exuviae, flat spire snails and their shells, damselfly 
larvae and exuviae, true fly larvae and pupae). (Env-Wt 104.15) 

 
Legislation and Protection: 
 
Vernal pools are a resource protected from unregulated alteration under the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services (NHDES)Wetlands law and rules. The rules provide 
definitions of vernal pool, primary vernal pool indicators and secondary vernal pool indicators. 
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1.​ New Hampshire Wetlands Law 

a.​ RSA 482-A 
-​ Regulates dredging, filling, and construction in wetlands, including vernal 

pools. 
-​ Requires permits for activities impacting wetlands. 
-​ Ensures protection of critical habitats, including vernal pools, under 

wetland definitions. 
2.​ New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan- New Hampshire Fish and Game (NHFG)  

a.​ Vernal Pool Indicators = six indicator species being present  
-​ Guides conservation efforts for important habitats, including vernal pools. 
-​ Identifies vernal pools as critical wildlife habitats. 
-​ Encourages voluntary conservation measures for landowners. 
-​ Majority of their protection relies on whether or not the six indicator 

species are present: wood frog, spotted salamander, marbled salamander, 
blue spotted/Jefferson salamander, mole salamander, and fairy shrimp. 

 
Citations:​
 
Chapter Ent-Wt 100 New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules. (Accessed 2025). 

https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/env-wt-100.pdf 
 
Title L Water Management and Protection, Ch. 482A. (Accessed 2025). 

https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/L/482-A/482-A-mrg.htm 
 
State of New Hampshire Fish and Game Department. (2025, February 15). 2025 State Wildlife 

Action Plan. NewHampshire.gov. 
https://www.wildlife.nh.gov/wildlife-and-habitat/nh-wildlife-action-plan/2025-state-wildl
ife-action-plan  

 
Additional Information: 

 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. (2025, December 3) Critical Habitat.  

NewHampshire.gov. https://www.des.nh.gov/tabbed-content/critical-habitat 
 
New Hampshire Fish and Game Department. (2025, December 3). Documenting Vernal Pools in 

the Granite State. NewHampshire.gov. 
https://www.wildlife.nh.gov/wildlife-and-habitat/nongame-and-endangered-species/verna
l-pool-documentation-manual.  
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Contact Information: 
 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
Wetlands Bureau 
29 Hazen Drive 
Concord, NH 03302-0095 
Phone: 603-271-3503, 603-271-2147 Concord HQ 
https://www.des.nh.gov/water/wetlands 
 
New Hampshire Fish and Game Department 
Division of Wildlife – Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program 
11 Hazen Drive 
Concord, NH 03301 
Phone: 603-271-2461 
https://www.wildlife.nh.gov 
 

 
 

New Jersey 
Definition: 
 
Defined under Vernal Habitat 
A wetland as identified at New Jersey Administrative Code (N.J.A.C.) 7:7A-3.1, or State open 
water, as defined in N.J.A.C. 7.7A that meets all of the criteria at 1 through 4 below. Evidence of 
breeding by an obligate species defined in Appendix 1 of N.J.S.A. 7:7A Freshwater Wetlands 
Protection Act Rules (see 2i below) creates a rebuttable presumption that the criteria at 3 and 4 
below are met: 

1. Occurs in or contains a confined basin depression without a permanent flowing outlet; 
2. Features evidence of breeding by one or more species of fauna adapted to reproduce in 
ephemeral aquatic conditions, identified in N.J.A.C. 7:7A, Appendix 1, incorporated 
herein by reference. The following shall constitute evidence of breeding by such a 
species: 

i. One or more obligate species listed in Appendix 1, or evidence of such a 
species, is found in or immediately adjacent to the area of ponded water; or 
ii. Two or more facultative species listed in Appendix 1, or evidence of the 
presence of such a species, are found in or immediately adjacent to the area of 
ponded water; 

3. Maintains ponded water for at least two continuous months between March and 
September of a normal rainfall year; and 
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4. Is free of reproducing fish populations throughout the year, or dries up at some time 
during a normal rainfall year. 

 
Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act 
a.​ N.J.S.A. 13:9B-1 et seq. 
b.​ N.J.A.C. 7.7A-1 et seq. (Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules) 

-​ Regulates activities in and around wetlands, including vernal pools, the 
associated dispersal habitat, and the Threatened and Endangered species 
that utilize vernal pools for foraging. 

-​ 7:7A-5.7(b)15 Requires specific permits for development that may impact 
vernal habitats.  

-​ Implements buffers around protected wetlands, and rules for activities that 
can occur within those buffers. 

2.​ Endangered and Nongame Species Conservation Act  
a.​ N.J.S.A. 23:2A-1 et seq. 

-​ Provides additional protections for vernal pools that serve as breeding 
grounds for Threatened and Endangered species. 

3.​ Coastal Area Facilities Review Act (CAFRA) 
a.​ N.J.S.A. 13:19-1 et seq. 

-​ Defines the Coastal Area of jurisdiction as critical wildlife habitat (“areas 
known to serve an essential role in maintaining wildlife, particularly in 
wintering, breeding, and migrating”).  

-​ DEP can ask for land preservation/ monetary compensation for loss of 
vernal habitat.  

-​ Vernal pools under CAFRA can be protected regardless of Threatened 
and/or Endangered species documentation. 

4.​ Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act 
a.​ Highlands Act: N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq. 
b.​ Highlands Act Rules: N.J.C.A. 7:38-1 et seq. 

-​ The Highlands area is divided into a Preservation Area and a Planning 
Area where certain activities are/are not allowed. 

-​ Vernal pools receive up to a 1000-foot buffer within the Highlands. 
-​ Individual municipalities decide whether to adopt Highlands rules. 

5.​ Pinelands Protection Act 
a.​ N.J.S.A. 13:18A-1 et seq. 
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-​ Affords wetlands associated with Threatened and Endangered species, 

including vernal pools, 300-foot buffers and regulates activities that may 
occur within those wetlands/buffers. 

 
Citations: 
 
Coastal Area Facilities Review Act, N.J.S.A 13:19-1 et seq. (Accessed 2025).  

https://www.nj.gov/dep/landuse/download/13_19.pdf  
 
Endangered and Nongame Species Conservation Act, N.J.S.A. 23:2A-1 et seq. (Accessed 2025).  

https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10. 
1048/Enu 

 
Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules, N.J.A.C. 7.7A-1 et seq (Accessed 2025).  

https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_7a.pdf 
  
Highlands Act, N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq. (Accessed 2025).  

https://www.nj.gov/dep/landuse/download/13_20.pdf 
 
Highlands Act Rules, N.J.C.A. 7:38-1 et seq. (Accessed 2025).  

https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_38.pdf  
 

Pinelands Protection Act, N.J.S.A. 13:18A-1 et seq. (Accessed 2025). 
https://www.nj.gov/pinelands/images/pdf%20files/pinelandsprotectionact1.pdf 

 
Additional Information: 
 
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife. (2025, December 3). New Jersey’s Vernal Pools.  

NJDEP Division of Fish & Wildlife. https://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/ensp/vernalpool.htm.  
 
Tesauro, Jason. (2025, December 3) New Jersey’s Vernal Pools. NewJersey.Gov.  

https://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/vpoolart.htm 
 
Tesauro, Jason. New Jersey’s Vernal Pools.  

https://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/ensp/pdf/vernalpool02.pdf.  
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Contact Information: 
 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Watershed Management 
Endangered and Threatened Species Unit 
401 East State St  
P. O. Box 420 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
Phone: 609-940-4322 
https://dep.nj.gov/ 
etsu@dep.nj.gov 
 

 
 

New York 
Definition: 
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in New York State legislation, although New York State’s 
Freshwater Wetlands Act (Article 24 of NY Environmental Conservation Law) regulates certain 
vernal pools and vernal pool complexes if they are of unusual importance because they are 
“known to be productive for amphibian breeding (ECL 24-0107(9)(g)).” The implementing 
regulations contain definitions of vernal pools and vernal pool complexes (6 NYCRR Part 
664.2(ag & ah)). However, vernal pools and vernal pool complexes can be regulated only if they 
meet several criteria, including specific egg mass counts that vary by species and region of New 
York State (6 NYCRR Part 664.6(g)). In addition, activities in areas surrounding these protected 
vernal pools are regulated and the specific regulatory distance from the vernal pool is determined 
based on an individual analysis of each regulated vernal pool. 
 
“‘Vernal pool’ means a naturally occurring, or purposefully created, depression wetland 
containing hydrophytic vegetation that is geographically isolated from, and lacking a connection 
to, permanent surface waters. Vernal pools temporarily hold water during the spring, summer, 
and/or fall, and typically dry up for a period of time during the year. Vernal pools do not support 
permanent adult fish populations, yet they provide essential habitat for amphibians, invertebrates, 
and other species” 6 NYCRR Part 664.2(ag).  
 
“‘Vernal pool complex' means a grouping of individual vernal pools in which each pool is 50 
meters (approximately 164 feet) or less from at least one other vernal pool in the grouping” 6 
NYCRR Part 664.2(ah).  
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Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ Freshwater Wetlands Act 
a.​ Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) Article 24 

-​ Statute changed in 2022 that no longer requires mapping of regulated 
wetlands, effective January 1, 2025. 

-​ Protects wetlands 12.4 acres or larger and smaller wetlands if they meet 
one of 11 “unusual importance” criteria. The default regulatory acreage of 
12.4 acres decreases to 7.4 acres on January 1, 2028. 

-​ Small wetlands are protected if they provide critical habitat, biodiversity, 
or stormwater benefits. 

-​ Regulates activities within the wetland or within a regulated adjacent area 
that generally extends 100 feet from the wetland boundary. The regulated 
adjacent area may be extended for two wetland types that include vernal 
pools. The distance and the arrangement of the extended adjacent area is 
determined using an individual analysis of environmental conditions of 
each wetland. 

-​ Vernal pools may be regulated if they meet specific egg mass counts and 
are properly documented. Other vernal features are regulated if they are 
part of a larger wetland complex. 

2.​ Protection of Waters Act  
a.​ ECL Article 15 

-​ Regulates disturbances to navigable waters and their adjacent wetlands. 
-​ Vernal pools are not typically classified as navigable waters, but if they are 

connected to a stream or river, they may receive indirect protection. 
3.​ Endangered and Threatened Species Protection 

a.​ ECL Article 11-0535 and 6 NYCRR Part 182 
-​ Protects species that are listed as endangered (6 NYCRR Part 182.5(a)) or 

threatened (6 NYCRR Part 182.5(b)) in New York State under ECL  
§11-0535. 

-​ Regulates activities that will likely result in harm to endangered or 
threatened species or the adverse modification of their occupied habitat (6 
NYCRR Part 182.2(p)). 

-​ Vernal pools may be classified as occupied habitat if it has been 
determined that an endangered or threatened species utilizes the pool for 
an essential behavior (6 NYCRR Part 182.2(f)) . 
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Citations: 
 
New York Environmental Conservation Law, Article 15. (Accessed 2025).  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A15.  
 
New York Environmental Conservation Law, Article 24. (Accessed 2025). 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A24.  
 
New York Environmental Conservation Law, Article 25. (Accessed 2025). 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A25.  
 
Title 5 New York Environmental Conservation Law § 11-0530 (Accessed 2025).  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/11-0535.  
 
Additional Information: 
 
Department of Environmental Conservation. (2025, December 3). Freshwater Wetlands  

Program. NewYork.gov.  
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/wetlands/freshwater-wetlands-program.  

 
Contact Information: 
 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
DFW, Bureau of Habitat 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233 
Phone: 518-402-6604 
Email: fw.ecohealth@dec.ny.gov 
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/wetlands/freshwater-wetlands-program 
 

 
 

Pennsylvania 
Definition: 
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in legislation. 
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Legislation and Protection: 
 
Vernal pools are not specifically identified in legislation; however, vernal pools are protected 
through the following legislation. 

1.​ Pennsylvania Dam Safety and Encroachments Act 
a.​ Chapter 105 
b.​ Pennsylvania Wetlands Protection Program 

-​ Regulates any alterations to water bodies, including small, seasonal 
wetlands like vernal pools. 

-​ Requires permits for filling, dredging, or modifying wetland areas. 
-​ The Pennsylvania Wetlands Protection Program works in conjunction with 

this. 
2.​ Endangered Species Act 

a.​ 58 PA Code 75.1.  
-​ Works with the Chapter 105 code protecting threatened or endangered 

species and their habitats which may include vernal pools. 
Citations: 
 
Title 25 Pa. Code § 105.1 et seq. (Accessed 2025). 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/025/chapter
105/chap105toc.html 

 
Title 58 Pa. Code § 75.1 et seq. (Accessed 2025).  

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=%2Fsecure%2Fpacode%2Fdata  
%2F058%2Fchapter75%2Fchap75toc.html 

 
Additional Information: 
 
Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program. (2025, December 3). Vernal Pools.  

https://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/vernalpools.aspx 
 
Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program. (2025, December 3). PA Vernal Pool Identification  

Guide. https://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/docs/VernalPool/VP 15a BOOKLET - PA  
Vernal Pool ID Guide - 12Mar15.pdf 
 

Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program. (2025, December 3). Federal and State Regulations for  
Protecting Vernal Pools in Pennsylvania.  
https://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/VernalPool_Regulation.aspx 
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Contact Information: 
 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (Main) 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
400 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Phone: 717-787-2814 
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep.html 
 

 
 

Rhode Island 
Definition: 
 
“‘Vernal pool’ means a depressional wetland basin that typically goes dry in most years and may 
contain inlets or outlets, typically of intermittent flow. Vernal pools range in both size and depth 
depending upon landscape position and parent materials. Vernal pools usually support one or 
more of the following obligate indicator species: wood frog (Lithobates sylvaticus), spotted 
salamander (Ambystoma maculatum), marbled salamander (Ambystoma opacum), and fairy 
shrimp (Eubranchipus spp.) and typically preclude sustainable populations of predatory fish” (RI 
General Laws Chapter 2-1-20). 
 
Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ Freshwater Wetlands Act 
a.​ RI General Laws Chapter 2-1-18 

-​ Regulates activities that may impact freshwater wetlands, rivers, and 
vernal pools. 

-​ Requires permits for development, filling, dredging, or other alterations 
within protected wetland areas. 

2.​ Buffer Zone Regulations 
a.​ RICR 250-150-15-3.23 

-​ Buffer zones are required around vernal pools to minimize disturbances; 
Statewide Buffer Zone  = 50 to 100 feet, depending on the percentage of 
undeveloped vegetated land within 100 feet of the pool. 
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Citations: 
 
Title 2 RI Gen. Laws § 2-1-1 to § 2-1-18 (Accessed 2025). 

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE2/2-1/2-2/2-1-18.htm 
 
Rules and regulations governing the administration and enforcement of the Freshwater Wetlands 

Act. Rules and Regulations 250-RICR-150-15-3. (2025). 
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-150-15-3 

 
Additional Information: 
 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management. (2025, December 3). Vernal Pools.  

RhodeIsland.gov.  
https://dem.ri.gov/environmental-protection-bureau/water-resources/waters-wetlands/rho 
de-island-wetlands/vernal-pools 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
235 Promenade Street  
Providence, RI 02908 
Main Phone: 401-222-4700 
Wetlands Phone: 401-222-1360 
https://dem.ri.gov/ 
 

 
 

Vermont 
Definition: 
 
“Vernal Pool means a small wetland in a shallow natural depression that typically fills with 
water during the spring and/or fall and may dry during the summer. Vernal pools have no 
permanent inlet stream and no viable populations of fish. Vernal pools are typically sparsely 
vegetated with herbaceous plants and are shaded by trees from the surrounding upland forest. 
Many vernal pools provide critical breeding habitat for amphibians” (Vermont Wetland Rules Vt. 
Code r. 12 004 056). 
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Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ Vermont Wetland Rules (General Determination 2020-263 and Section 4.6 of the 
Vermont Wetland Rules)  

a.​ 10 Vermont Statutes Annotated (V.S.A.) Chapter 37 
-​ A “vernal pool that provides amphibian breeding habitat” is a Class II 

Wetland, protected under the Vermont Wetland Rules. 
-​ A 50-foot regulated zone (called a “buffer”) is established. 
-​ Any development, excavation, or alteration within the vernal pool or its 

buffer requires a wetland permit from the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation.  

-​ Forestry is an Allowed Use in Class II wetlands and buffers, but must 
follow regulations including Acceptable Management Practices for 
Maintaining Water Quality on Logging Jobs in Vermont (AMP’s) 
“protections for waters apply to all wetlands that contain surface water for 
any part of the year, including vernal pools, ponds, ponded marshes, 
streams, braided stream channels, and ponded swamps. Surface water is 
most easily observed in the spring or fall.”  

-​ Some vernal pools in actively managed areas of farm fields may not be 
protected because Section 902(5) of 10 V.S.A. defines wetlands to exclude 
“such areas as grow food or crops in connection with farming activities.” 

2.​ Mapping 
-​ Vermont Significant Wetland Inventory map maintains a statewide 

mapping system for wetlands. 
-​ Displays the Vermont Vernal Pool Atlas from Vermont Center for 

Ecostudies Vernal Pool data layer. 
3.​ Endangered Species and Wildlife Protection Laws  

a.​ 10 V.S.A. Chapter 123 & Chapter 151, 30 V.S.A. Section 248 
-​ Protection for amphibians and other species.  
-​ Habitat fragmentation and degradation can be regulated under these laws. 
-​ FWD staff typically recommend a 100-foot unmanaged buffer around 

more significant vernal pools. 
 
Citations: 
 
Title 10 V.S.A. § 5401- 5410 (Accessed 2025).  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/10/123.  
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Title 10 V.S.A. § 6000 - 6111 (Accessed 2025).  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/10/151.  
 
Title 30 V.S.A. § 248 (Accessed 2025).  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/30/005/00248. 
 
Department of Environmental Conservation. (2025, February 24). Wetland Maps. Vermont.gov 

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/maps 
 
State of Vermont, Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation. 

(2025, May 1). Procedure for Application of Silviculture Allowed Uses of the Vermont 
Wetland Rules. Vermont.gov. 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VWRSilviculture2020.pdf 

 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Department of Environmental Conservation Watershed  

Management Division. (2025, December, 3). General Wetland Determination Issued  
Pursuant to Section 8 of the Vermont Wetland Rules. Vermont.gov.  
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/2020-263_Determination_Gen 
eral.pdf 

 
Vermont Wetlands Program. (2022, March 10). 2020-263 General Wetland Determination 

Supporting Materials. Vermont.gov. 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/2020-263_SupportingAnalysis
.pdf 

 
Additional Information: 
 
Department of Environmental Conservation. (2025, December 3). Jurisdictional Wetlands.  

Vermont.gov.https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional-wetlands 
 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department. (2025, December 3). Vernal Pool.  

Vermont.gov.https://vtfishandwildlife.com/conserve/conservation-planning/natural-comm 
unity-fact-sheets/vernal-pool  
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Contact Information: 
 
Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (Montpelier) 
1 National Life Drive  
Montpelier, VT 05620-3703 
Phone: 802-828-5034 
 

 
 

Virginia 
Definition: 
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in legislation. 
 
Legislation and Protection: 
 

1.​ Virginia Endangered Species Act  
a.​ Code of Virginia § 29.1-563 to § 29.1-570 

-​ Species that depend on vernal pools receive state protection restricting 
activities that could harm them or their habitat. 

2.​ Virginia Water Resources and Wetlands Protection Program 
a.​ Code of Virginia Title 62.1 Chapter 3.1  

-​ Regulates activities that could impact state waters including wetlands, 
although it doesn’t directly define vernal pools. 

-​ Activities that impact wetlands require a permit from the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality.  

 
Citations: 
 
Title 29.1 Code of Virginia. § 29.1-563 to § 29.1-570 (Accessed 2025). 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title29.1/chapter5/#article6/.  
 
Title 62.1. Code of Virginia. § 62.1-44 to § 62.1-44.15:20 (Accessed 2025).  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title62.1/chapter3.1/#article2-2/.  
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Additional Information: 
 
Wells, K. (2025, February 24). The Importance of Vernal Pools. Virginia Department of 

Conservation and Recreation. 
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/blog/the-importance-of-vernal-pools 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
1111 East Main St Suite 1400 
P.O. Box 1105 
Richmond, VA 23219 
Phone: 804-698-4000 
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/ 
 

 
 

West Virginia 
Definition: 
 
No explicit definition of a vernal pool in legislation. 
 
Legislation and Protection: 
 
Vernal pools are not regulated in the state of West Virginia. 
 
Additional Information: 
 
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection. (2025, February 25). Vernal Pool 

Monitoring Program. WestVirginia.gov.  
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/Pages/Vernal-Pool-Monitoring.aspx  

 
Contact Information: 
 
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
601 57th Street SE 
Charleston, WV 25304 
Phone: 304-926-0440 
Toll Free: 866-568-6649 
https://dep.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
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	Introduction 
	 
	Vernal pools are a unique class of small, discrete ephemeral wetlands that undergo cyclical periods of drying and inundation. Generally, these pools reach their maximum filling in the spring (hence, the name, “vernal”). In the Northeast, vernal pools typically occur in forested landscapes, which have led to other colloquial terms such as “woodland pools” or “forested pools.” Although the nomenclature varies, it consistently describes wetland habitats that undergo periods of drying and inundation, whether on an annual or multiyear cycle. This drying is key to making all vernal pools “fishless” or free of breeding fish populations. These cyclical extremes make vernal pools an important ecological resource for amphibians and invertebrates adapted to temporary wetlands free of permanent wetland predators. In addition, in a number of states, vernal pools provide critical foraging, estivating, and resting sites for many state-listed and more common amphibians and reptiles. A variety of taxa use pools
	 
	This document summarizes state-level vernal pool protections of the Northeast Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (NEPARC) region - 13 northeastern states and the District of Columbia. Data for this document, figure, and table were compiled and reflect the status as of 2025 (Table 1; Figure 1).1 
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