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AGENDA (UPDATED 7-17-12) 
 

NOTE: All activities except field trips will occur at the AMC Highland Center Lodge. Lodging not 

included with registration costs.  

 

Tuesday, July 24
th
  

 

Pre-meeting activities: 

 

Time TBD Field trip – Hike up Mt. Washington to view high-elevation amphibian breeding pools;  

• led by Michael Jones and Scott Smyers 

• Difficult hike; limited slots available 

 

11:00 - 3:30     Frogwatch USA - Volunteer & Chapter Coordinator Training  

(www.aza.org/frogwatch) – Rachel Gauza  

• All are welcome to attend; refreshments provided.  

• No fee; register separately at 

http://www.aza.org/host-a-frogwatch-chapter/   

 

3:30 – 9:00     REGISTRATION  

 

4:00 – 5:30     State Biologists meeting – Roundtable Discussion  

                        Topics TBD (Funding – SWG, Section 6, NRCS, RCN, LCC) 

 

Dinner is on your own; there are several local options.  

 

~6:00 – 8:30 Informal Social – (cash bar, light snacks)  

 

Wednesday, July 25
th
  

 
6:30 – 8:15     BREAKFAST (provided with registration; buffet is set up from 6:30 – 10:00) 

 

8:00– 8:30     REGISTRATION  (Set up Posters) 

 

8:30– 9:15     Welcome – John Kanter (Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Coordinator, NHFG), and 

NEPARC co-chairs: Valorie Titus (Bronx Zoo) and Scott Angus (independent 

herpetologist); John Darak (AMC lodges) 

• What is NEPARC/PARC? – Val 

• Introduction of Steering Committee – Scott  

• Introductions around the room 

 

9:15 – 9:45     National PARC Update. Terry Riley (National Park Service)  
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9:45 – 10:20     Update on On-going NEPARC Projects: 

• Wildlife Action Plan (implementation) – Mike Marchand  (NHFG) 

• Blanding’s turtle – Mike Marchand (NHFG) 

• Wood turtles – Mike Marchand (NHFG) 

• Timber rattlesnakes – Mike Marchand (NHFG) 

• Emerging Diseases – Holly Niederriter, Delaware 

• Roads – Brian Zarate, NJ 

• Landscape Conservation Cooperatives – Rick Bennett (USFWS) 

• Vernal Pools – Stacy McNulty (Adirondack Ecological Center) 

• Photo Project – Linda Weir (USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center) 

• PARCA – Phillip deMaynadier (MEIFW) 

• Editorial Board – Peter Rosenbaum (SUNY - Oswego) 

 

10:20 – 10:40   BREAK - Begin Silent Auction 

 

10:40 – 10:50  Regulatory Update – Al Breisch (PARC) 

 

Life on the Edge – Regional Turtles of Concern 

 

10:50 – 11:10    Regional Planning Programs for Two Rare Turtle Species in the Northeast.    

   Lisabeth L. Willey, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 

 

11:10 – 11:30     Failure of Maryland’s Regulation to Protect Diamondback Terrapins from Bycatch 

in Recreational Crab Pots: Compliance, Enforcement and Retail Shortcomings.  

Scott A. Smith, Maryland DNR-Wildlife & Heritage Service 

 

11:30 – 11:50    Spiny Softshell Turtle Monitoring Results from the Missisquoi Bay Bridge  

  Project.  Jed S. Merrow, McFarland Johnson 

 

12:00 – 1:00    LUNCH (provided with registration) 

 Wood turtle regional assessment working group 

 

Life on the Edge – Regional Amphibians of Concern/Climate 

 

1:00 – 1:30      Eastern tiger salamanders (Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum) in New York and New 

Jersey: Planning for Climate Change and Actions to Enhance Survival. Dave Golden, 

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife; Valorie Titus, Wildlife Conservation Society  

 

1:30 – 1:50      Interspecific Competition under Climate Change: Addressing a Critical  

Science Need for Management of the Federally Endangered Shenandoah Salamander 

(Plethodon shenandoah); Eric A. Dallalio, USGS Northeast Amphibian Research and 

Monitoring Initiative 

 

1:50 – 2:10      Patterns of Amphibian Occurrence in Alpine Wetlands in Québec,  

Newfoundland, and New England, Michael T. Jones, University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst, MA  
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2:10 – 2:30      BREAK  
 

Taking Action  
 

2:30 – 2:50      Head-starting, Habitat Improvement and Habitat Surveying:  New  

Challenges and Development Strategies in Conservation Management of Amphibian 

and Reptile Populations; Jay Westerveld, New York Natural History Council 

2:50 – 3:10      Applying Best Management Practices for Vernal Pool Protection Along Utility 

Corridors in the Northeast. Dale F. Knapp, Stantec Consulting Inc.  

3:15 – 4:30      Working Group Breakout Sessions – I 

• Blanding’s turtles Comp SWG (ongoing project group) 

• Vernal Pools 

• Emerging Diseases (not Snakes – see next day working group) 

• Year of the Snake - 2013 

 

5:00 – 6:00  Poster Session/Cocktail Hour (cash bar) 

 

6:00 – 7:15 Dinner (provided with registration) 

 

7:30 – 8:30  Evening Speaker:  David Carroll (conference room) 

 

 

Thursday, July 26th 
 
6:30 – 8:15  BREAKFAST (provided with registration) 

 

8:15 – Announcements 

 

Life on the Edge – Regional Snakes of Concern 

 

8:20 – 8:50     Spatial Ecology and Population Estimation of the Northern Pine Snake at the  

Warren Grove Gunnery Range in the New Jersey Pinelands. Dane C. Ward, Drexel 

University and Ronald M. Smith 

 

8:50 – 9:10     Habitat Selection of Northern Black Racers (Coluber constrictor constrictor)  

in New Hampshire: Implications for Management.  Brendan Clifford, New Hampshire 

Fish and Game Department 

9:10 – 9:30    The Vermont Rattlesnake Conservation Coalition: A Science-based  

Conservation Partnership. Christopher L. Jenkins, The Orianne Society 

 

9:30 – 9:50  Time Lapse Camera Study of Timber Rattlesnake Emergence at an  

Undisturbed Den in the Northeast. Kathy Michell, Independent Wildlife Biologist  
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9:50 – 10:20  BREAK 

 

10:20 – 10:40   First Survey for the Amphibian Chytrid Fungus (Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis) in 

Connecticut Finds Widespread Prevalence. Katy Richards-Hrdlicka, Yale University.  

 

10:40 – 12:00    Working Group Breakout Sessions – II  

• Timber Rattlesnake/Snake Disease 

• Editorial Board 

• Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCC) 

• Wood Turtle Regional Assessment  

• Other Topics TBD 

 

12:00 – 1:15    LUNCH (provided with registration) – Silent Auction ends 

 

1:15 – 1:35      Will removing introduced red-eared sliders alter basking behavior of native  

pond turtles in developed waterways? Max Lambert, Yale University 

 

1:35 – 1:55     Three Edge-of-Range Species in Vermont that have not been Located in  

Recent Years. James Andrews, Middlebury College. 

 

1:55 – 2:15      BREAK 

 

New Discoveries - Cracking the mystery with genetics 

 

2:15 – 2:35 A new species of leopard frog (Anura: Ranidae) from the urban northeastern US. 

Jeremy Feinberg, Rutgers. 

 

2:35 – 2: 55  Hopping into New Territory: A Case of Amphibian Range Expansion in New  

Jersey. Paola Dolcemascolo, Montclair State University. 

 

2:55 – 3:30      Breakout Sessions Wrap-up: Valorie Titus as facilitator 

 

3:30 – 3:45      NEPARC Business: Scott as facilitator 

• Election of new co-chair 

• Steering Committee changes (if any) 

• Likes/Dislikes of current meeting 

• 2013 NEPARC meeting location and topic suggestions 

 

3:45 – 4:00     Distribute Silent Auction Items 

 

4:00 Annual Meeting Ends 
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A special thanks to our meeting sponsors for 

their generous support! 
 

 

 

Platinum Level Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


